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<Abstract>

A Study on Balhae Descendants in the Region of Namwon
during the Imjin War

Park, Soon-Woo"

This study investigates the activities of Hyupgye Tae clan in Namwon and
nearby areas during the war of Imjin (1592-1598). While the strategic importance
of the region of Namwon and militias of the region are appreciated, the activities
of the clan who was quite active in the region has not been brought into light.
This study shows some of the ways the clan contributed to war efforts. Taesaik
and other members of the clan supported the armies of Ming during the first
war. In the second war, they joined the defense of the Namwon castle. In
particular, Taegu served as an aide to commander of Jolla and Taesikyung helped
leading defense of the castle. This paper also discusses the possibility of Tae
clan helping the war efforts of admiral Yi. Taeguryun that shows up in Nanjung
Ilgi (War Diary of Yi Sun-sin) and Taeguiryung who is known for making a
sword for the admiral could be the same person. He is not confirmed to be a
member of Tae clan but the possibility cannot be excluded given the
circumstances. All in all, this study demonstrates that Hyupgye Tae clan of
Namwon actively participated in the war efforts from 1592 to 1598.

Key Words : Imjin War, Second Invasion of 1597, Hyupgye Tae Clan, Taesaik,
Taegu and Taesikyung (father and son), Taeguisaing and Taecheonsaing
(brothers)

* Lecturer, Department of History, Kunsan National Univ.
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