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<Abstract>

The Formation of Public Opinion on the Construction of the Airfield

in Gunsan Local Community during the Japanese Colonial Period

Park, Jinhong"

Public opinion on the construction of airfields in Gunsan originated from the
interest in civil aviation industry. In the 1910s the Public opinion of Gunsan's
aviation industry began with interest in flight, and in the 1920s, the construction
of an airfield was discussed in earnest, and the construction of an airfield was
decided on in the Fuji Reclamation Area of Gunsan. In this atmosphere, it was
expanded to discuss the establishment of a flight school in Janghang, near Gunsan
in the 1930s, which led to the construction of a Gunsan Flight School and Janghang
Airfield. However, discussions on the construction of airfields have been related
to the Japanese Army in the decision-making process from the very beginning.
The start of discussions about the construction of the airfield at Gunsan in the
1920s was the relocation of military units in Japan, and the decision to build a
flight school in the 1930s can be confirmed by the military, including the 'Gunsan
Defense Research Association', as a local residents’ agreement. The construction
of the Gunsan airfield was hailed as a policy of prosperity for provincial cities
through the aviation industry, with the maintenance of the Gunsan area at the
center, but as Japan expanded the invasion war, the Gunsan Airfield was strengthened
as a military facility rather than as a civilian aircraft. Japan's invasion of China,
including the Manchurian Incident and the establishment of a Manchurian State
in the 1930s, and the Pacific War in the 1940s, Japan's militaristic tendencies were
strengthened. And so the Gunsan Airfield, built in the 1930s, was used for military

purposes contrary to civilian expectations.

Key Words : Japanese Newspaper, Gunsan, Airfield, Aviation Industry, Gunsan
Airfield, Gunsan Flight School, Janghang Airfield, Local Prosperity,

Fuji Reclaimed Area, Japanese Army

* Korea University, Ph.D. progress in Korean History
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