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<Abstract>

Review of the Formation Process of Major Cities in Jeolla
Province during Joseon Dynasty

Focusing on the Geography Books

Kim, Paek-chol’

Jeolla Province, inheriting the traditions of the Silla and Goryeo dynasties, saw
the development of major cities at an early stage, leading to the appearance of
its provincial name earlier than in other regions. Joseon dynasty established the
position of Gyesugwan(} & E) to inherit traditions, and gradually, major cities
changed in various fields.

First, in terms of civil administration, the number of cities to which officials
of third rank or higher are dispatched increased to 12. Tracing its origins reveals
traditional cities from the Silla and Goryeo dynasties, cities promoted due to their
connections with the royal family, and cities reorganized for military needs.

Second, in terms of military administration, it resulted in either option Geojin(E%E)
or Jinyeong($E%%) being concluded with 8 entities. Geojins were established in
strategic military locations targeting cities governed by officials of third rank or
higher for defense. The Jinkwan($E%&) defence system, having experienced wars,
was reborn as a Jinyeong focused on practical defensive functions.

Third, in terms of judicial administration, there were up to five special local
police forces(3¥ff’=). The task of catching thieves was the responsibility of the
magistrate, but when the force was too large for individual cities to handle, Toposa(5
#{#) were dispatched from the central government. As armed robbers became
prevalent, special local police forces were established or magistrates in strategic
locations were given the additional role of Toposa to block the movements of
thieves. As peace persisted, a measure was taken for Yeongjang(%&i%) to also
serve as a Toposa. Therefore, they were assigned the tasks of military duties
during wartime and catching thieves in peacetime.

Consequently, when overlapping various sectors, seven major cites(Jeonju,

* Associate Professor, Department of History, College of Humanities and International
Studies, Keimyung University
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Namwon, Naju, Suncheon, Jeju, Jangheung, Yeosan) emerged in Jeolla Province.
Considering both Army and Naval commander’s bases, it has developed into 9

major cities.

Key Words : Jeolla Province, Major Cities, Gyesugwan, Geojin, Jinyeong, Special

Local Police Force
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